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Many subtle (and not so subtle) changes were made to the interior of the MGB over the 10 years of
Australian assembly. Thekggelyfollowed those in the UK, albeit with varying dates of
introduction. | have broken this topic into the following sections:

FASCIA PANEL

FLOOR COVERING

SEATS

STEERING WHEEL

DOORS & SCREENSning)

OTHERcoming)

FASCIA PANEL

Starting with the fascialpy St 6 gAGK GKS &0l yRI NR 0 fdhaddes)®ONI O f ¢
detailed on the following page.

&
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1. Overdrive switch:The overdrive switch was not present on the early Australian vehicles as

overdrive was not offered until much later thamthe UK. The location on the fascia panel was filled

with a blanking plug instead. When overdrive was finally offered, a chrome, pressed escutcheon,
0SFNAY3I (GKS ¢62NRa& OLINBaAaASR Ayid2 GKS SaodzioKS2yo
plastic bggle switch. Initially it was a matching toggle switch to the others on the fascia panel, but

soon changed1965)i 2 | WK22 {1 SRQ Al {503 NMRNIKES YR OB @ o NNA
1968, there should be NO cases of the straight togglechvieing used: aczel

Overdrive switch and escutcheon (early typ:
(NOT USED IN AUSTRALIA)

Later style 'hooked' overdrive switch (ALL
Australian overdrive switches should be of
this type.)
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2. FuelGauge{ YA UG K&aQ 3+ dzaAS3 ¢
0KS YINJ Aofidtally G¥e
3 dzaAs ¢Fa I WYwWHSISNRUL O

Jaeger fuel gauge (later to be Smiths)

3. Tachometer

The first tachometer was branded

YW SISND YR gl a YSOKLE
wasOKF y3SR | NRPdzyR CSo @
electrical tachometernowbearing

0KS yIrYS W{YAlIKaAQ® ¢ K
with the introduction of thel8GB

engine. In the bottom centre of this

dial was a red ignition warning light.

4. Rheostat switch:Black plastic

agA00K 06MIKINEBIAKRI S yW
the face) for controlling

instrumentation brightness.

5. Indicator warning lights:
Triangular cuouts with green plastic

AN
Mk 1 showing the rheostat switch. Note also the thin chrome strip
around the inside of the instrument hood

gt e s s s I
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background, situated above the rheostat.

6. SpeedometerJaeger initially, changing to Smiths (a8.iabove) with a trip meter and a mileage

meter incorporated, with the reset device underneath (and protruding from) the fascid. d&¢6 W1 A I K
.SIEYQ AYRAOFG2NI f A3KG ¢l a 4G GKS o62iGG2Y 2F GKS
speedo.

7. Oil & Temperature gaugeThis was a dual
gauge; oil pressure on the top half and coolant
temperature on the bottom half. The initial gaaig
read temperature in FahrenheifThere are also
examples of Centigrade gauges as well as those
YIEN] SR 6AGKNIGRSYRNYALY Fd
Parts manual shows gauges changing from F° to ¢
at YGHN3 3820, there is enough evidence to rend

Jaeger speedometer (later to be Smiths)

this information dubious at the least.

8. This location housed two different
instruments with two different purposes.
Initially, this was the location of the
windscreen washer pump, which was later
6 f I Boved topdsitionl2. Replacing
this was theheadlight switch, which had
changed from a black plastic toggle switch
to a two-stage pull knob with a headlamp
symbol shown.

B
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Jaeger oil & water gauge (note temp displayed in Fahrenheit)

9. Choke knob:Originally, this was a smallish black plastiolk (similar to itend.), with a white
f SGGSNI W/ Q idwas dhdaged tOSIsrgeNBHK 2 sAKY 3 | BAVidéngeBGuggedty 6 2 f @
this was done with the introduction of the Mk .

¥ )
- il - 7
- 170 WATER 2"

160 -
2 ns:u

Early style choke knob Later style choke knob

10. Ignition switch: This was a combination ignition lock/starter key hole. This location was later to
be filled with a chrome blanking disc when the ignition was moved to the steering column in 1970
gAGK GKS WTFIOSEATGQ Y2RSt o

11. Radio blanking plateAs radios were not fitted efactory, a blanking plate (painted the same

of I O1 WONIXO1fSQ LIAYGO 6AGK I OKNRBYS ad2NNBdzyRI ¢
I OKN2RED2OWIRNEIA A Iy 0T aD &aeé WB.ManyéwharsKthirkiagNifisi 2 y 4 | £
piece was too attractive not to uspositioned it in various lodains [most popular being either the

glove box or speaker housir@UT IT WAS ONLY EVER INTENDED TO BE ON THE BLANKING PLATE).
Radios were dealer fitted. Lateroniwk G KS aD. [ WFf2¢ (G§KNHzQ OSKAOf S
plastic, adjustable air ventf his change meant theody was different in the bulkhead so the tubes

from the dash centre vents could be plumbed directly into the rear of the heater air inlebddoxv (

chrome air vent in scuttlé)s ratciit

12. Windscreen washer pumpOriginally, this was the location of a tvatage, black plastic toggle

switch for the lights. This was replaced by the washer
43 -
v

pump in late 1966.
Windscreen washepump

&
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YGHN3 719, clearly showing the early locations of the washer pump (above the oil/temp gauge) and the headlight toggle
(next to ignition). Also note the 3 blanking plugs for heater (on left) and overdrive switch (on right).

13. Wiper switch:In this location a black, plastic, toggle switch was present for the wipers (initially
singlespeed but changing to dual speed with the introduction of the Mk Il in the second half of
1968.

14. Heater fan switchThe final toggle swih was for the twespeed heater fan.

i EE a
1970 MGBL showing heater contrgsist), toggle switches, washerymp, chrome ignition blanking platéthat is not
ablobofchewycA i Qa G KS NBTE SOGA2Y ,Rier stilekcBoke KKoB, larerEsiyle HeldRyhIBWit(
temp (GN-H) & radio blanking plate.
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15. Heaterg temperature control.
16. Heaterg air distribution.

NB: In Australighis became quite confusingnitially (in most casedhese two locations1(5.& 16.)
were covered with black blanking plugs, as many of the vehicles left the factory with no heater
installed.

Heaters were optional in the Australian MGB originally. Somewhere around early 1968 the

Australian Design Rules mandated that a windscreen demistetohael installed on all new cars, so

.al FAGGSR I GFNBAK AN o0o2Eé 2LIWA2y G2 GkK2&a$sS OF N
was basically the heater box and fan but without the heater matrix installed in the box, and the

relevant pipes, heatetap control cable, heater tap and the dashboard knob were missing. The

dashboard had the now operative fan switch connected and the air distribution control knob was

fitted. The heater control knob hole was still blanked @ffhe heater (more correctlipé demister)

0SOFYS YIYyRIG2NE 2y ™M WFydzZZ NE mdpTtm dzy RSN ! 5w mp d
preceded this. As the MGB was the premium sports car and fitting the heater was a fiddle job, |

would suspect all Zetland production were fittedivit K S I johS Ny P £

G9@SylGdz ffe LQY adaNB (GKS |aaSvyofe O2YLX AOFGAz2ya
some with a heater outweighed any cost benefit of only installing a stripped out heater and all cars
GKSNBFFGOSNI KFR KSIGSNkBSYAZGSNE a adl yRFENR®E

17. Glove box:Metal, key2 LISNJ 4 SR 3t 2038 62E ft ARSI LIAYGSR Ay O
the only adornment being a horizontal chrome strip, below the chrome key access.

18. Map light switch:black plastic (originally Bakelite)

Wy
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Map light ard switch (Eakelite on this Mk I)

19. Map reading light:chrome and glass (Note: the same light is used on the rear bumper
overriders for illuminating the number plate)

The use of the steel fascia was never replaced in Australian assembly (as oppokefl tvérseas
markets). One barely noticed change was the exclusion of a thin chrome finisher that surrounded
the hood encompassing the speedo and tachometer (from YGHN3 926 on).

There were some other less subtle changes to the pressed panel aroundl@@ga This all

200dzNNBR gAGK GKS AydNRRIIDNNENG 17ZF (GKS aD. [ WTFI

aD.[ GFlFOStATF(E

B

mgbsmadeinaustralia.org

O

N


http://mgbsmadeinaustralia.org/

The most obvious of these changes was the relocation of the radio blanking JlgteThis was
replaced with two plastic, adjustable aients (this also necessitated changes in the enginecbay
mentioned elsewhere). Some eatits disappearedl®. & 18.¢ map reading light and switch),

z

whilst others were changed to rectangularéitdzi & (2 K2dzaS GKS ySg adeftsS 2
instead2 ¥ Wwi233ftSQ0

B
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Switches affected:

8. Lights changed to a rocker switch.

10.LAYAGAR2Y a6AG0OKET ¢gKAOK OKIyYy3aSR G2 F o6flylAy3a R
13.CNR Y W2 A LIBANARAWCZi2 3IAKEBLIQ NRPO{ SN 46AGO0OK 62LIGA2Y I f
14.CNRBY WISFGSNI FIFHyQ G233tS (2 WKSIGSNI FIyQ NRO1S

Speaker console

From the beginning there was a speaker console spanning from the fascia panel to the transmission
tunnel with the transmission tunnel carppping over it. Apart from the slight modification to the
o2G0G2Y 2F G(KS O2yaztS (42 | O02YY2RI 4GS GKS OKIly3Ss
GKS AYGNRBRdAzOGA2Y 2 Tsole W& campletdly reWimpe® St A FG1 QX GKS O2

Originally the console housed only an octagonally shaped piece of mesh, surrounded by a chrome
trim. This was to conceal the positioning of a radio speaker.

2 A0K GKS AYGNRRAzOGAZ2Y 27F 0
whole purpose changed. Starting from the top,

a new design, chrome, magading light was positioned. This could be operated by either a rocker

switch or remote door switch. Below this was the familiar radio blanking plate, with the chrome

winged MG symabl. Finally, a row of controls (or blanks in many a case) were positioned. Reading
fromRtoL: mapNBF RAy 3 f A3IKG NRO]TSNJI agAidOKT OAIALFNBGGS |

Thin, chrome strip around inside of instrument hood

=
Yy ey )
Photo showing MGBL (facelift) with air vent&). Note: rocker switches instead of toggle, nev@nsole with radio,
map light above radio, toggle switches or blanks. Also note new seat design (blue), arm rest and ash tray, temp
in GN-H, steering wheel and column ignition/steering lock.
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followed by a hazard light warning rocker switch.

BMC Original Bcuments

- Radio interference with imputstachometer

C16.68

- Speedometer flexible drives

C68.63

- Altering locking mechanism to suit an alternative key.

C11.69

Wy
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http://mgbsmadeinaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/C16_68.pdf
http://mgbsmadeinaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/Merging-Result.68.68pdf_reduce.pdf
http://mgbsmadeinaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/C11.69AB.pdf
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