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30 the joys of dr
Tangling vehicle ar
Slesive right of the
rices, too, are
= actual value, so
@ Decomes a djffi

iving a fast, good-
€ no longer the ex.
sports Car -owner.

way out.of proportion
the case f

Eut ownin

g an MGB
“ttle further than this.

usually goes 3

enables the car to cruise

—or 1000 rpm less than
the same speed,

N vogue today.

Oriving position
for complaint. In th
sonalized” motorin
Jstable only by
once the owner

leaves little grounds
e interests of “per-
g, the backrest js ad-
means of a spanner—

has found the position

12t suits him best, the seat

at $3325 including tax.

that the driver's left foot must be per-
manently propped against it Easy to
Operate at night, byt tending to become

the wheel. The accelerator pedal IS posi-
tioned well enough,
was inclined to be 3 little too sensitive,
making it hard, with the MG’s typically

harsh ride, to maintajn a constant pres.-
Sure over rough roads

as the shorter unijt used on earljer models,
Too high for the left hand to f4| naturally
from the wheel, it also made for |

And we’re not knocking for the sake
of it, but the instrumentsf Particularly
the tacho, were too hard to read at night,
even with the rheostat illumination con-
trol turned up to full brightness

The instrument Panel was a3 mixture
of safety and non-safety controls

heater fan, two speed windscreen wipers
and the overdrive control, while safer,
impact-absorbing knobs were used on

the pull-oyut headlight and choke controls.

A roll of Padding extended across the
top of the dash and the two main irn-
struments (speedometer and tachometer)
were contained in a hooded binnacle
directly in front of the driver.

Other gauges—oil pressure, water
temperature and fuel supply —  were
located on either side of these.

The doors were fully safey-oriented,
with flush door handles, safety window
winders and generous safety padding.

de of the carpeted
central console was covered in easy-to-

holstered with cloth-backed expanded

foam vinyl,

All-in-all, 3 very comfortable and live-
able, but VEery practical interior, con-
ducive to relaxed long-distance driving.

Operating on third and top gears, the
overdrive gives six forward ratios and

at very high
Speeds in top gear at moderate engine

revs,

In  overdrive top at 100 mph, the
engine is Spinning at just over 4500 rpm

in direct top at

The price of self-indulgence o

located. Mounted on the floor to the left
of the clutch pedal, it is so positioned

CAR FROM: BMC,
West, Victoria.

PRICE AS TESTED. $3325.

OPTIONS FITTED: Nil.

ENGINE:
ivpe v
Bore & Stroke 80.2
Capacity ...
Compression ratio
Power (gross), 95
Torque, 110 ft./

TRANSMISSION:

synchro,
CHASSIS:

bhp

Four

iiiiiiiiiiii
llllllllllllllll
lllllllllllllllll
llllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllll

||||||||

SUSPENSION:

Front: Coil
absorbers,
Rear:

llllllllllll
llllllllllll
llllllllllll
|||||||
iiiiiiiiiiii

mph

llllllllllll

Standing quarter mile;

18.3
Fuel consy

Fuel co-nsun;ption (ex
mpg.
Cruising range: 330 miles.
SPEEDOMETER ERROR:
Indicated:

pected):

29 38 47 54

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

llllllllllll

lllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllll

four cylinder ohy
6 mm x 88.9 mm
1798 cc
8.8:1
@ 5400 rpm

3000 rpm

Speed,

SPrings, telescopic shock
anti roll bar.
Semi-elliptic leaf

scopic shock absorbe
BRAKES: -
Front: 102 inch dises.
Rear: 10 inch drums.
STEERING:
Type: Rack and pinion,
Turns lock to lock: 2.9
Turning circle- 32 feet.
WHEELS/TYR ES:
14 inch wire wheels
Olympic GT Radial

PERFORMANC E:
Zero to

Springs, tele-

with 165 x 14
ply tyres.

seconds

seconds
Ption on test: 259 mpg

65 75 NA NA

N GEARS:
32 mph

mph
mph
mph
mph
mph
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THE MG WAS PLAYING UP THE

safety angle of car design long before it
became a key word in the motor industry.

The coining of the phrase ‘‘Safety
Fast’ helped MG on its way to an en-
viable reputation for a balanced blend of
power, handling and engineering that
made sustained high speed motoring as

safe as modern manufacturing techniques
could make it.

So when motoring entered the Nader
era, the MG was pretty well prepared.

The Nader and the MG philosophy on
how to make a car safe went virtually
hand in hand to the point where an
accident actually occurred—here Nader
went further and said that a car should
be designed to protect, rather than injure
Its occupants in an accident.

The MG was designed to reduce the
likelihood of an accident, but it fell be-
hind in provision for passenger protection.

S0, in mid-1968, moves were made to
start bringing the car into line with
current safety standards.

At the same time it was decided to
offer something that MG enthusiasts had
been screaming for ever since the MGB
first hit the Australian market in 1963.
Overdrive.

And the car that evolved was re-
designated MGB Mark ||l — although in
appearance it was identical to its pre-
decessor,

Mechanically, the Mark |l is basically
unchanged, with the familiar BMC “‘B“
Series power unit pushing out 95 bhp at
5400 rpm from its 1798 cc’s. The
generator is replaced by an alternator,
the radiator and oil cooler are of new
design, and the starter motor is now a
fully enclosed type, but apart from these
changes the engine is pretty much the
same as when it was first introduced in
1963.

Still, this engine has come a long way
when you consider it originally started
life as powerplant for the long-deceased
Austin A40,

In 1963, the MGB was quite a rapid
motor car, but by today’s standards it
cannot claim to being particularly fast.
The appearance of sophisticated engine
designs and continual increases in engine
capacities used to propel a given body
weight have put many “‘ordinary’’ cars
onto at least equal footing with the MGB,
and the handling and braking of these
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