
'T;i-nunder
GB owners in the UK are
familar with the hardtops
that were available for the B

during its production l ife. What is not
commonly known in the UK is that there
was a thriving independent business
producing hardtops in Australia for
the MGB's that were produced locally
in Zetland, Sydney. Thomas Aczel, an
Australian and owner of an MGA and
B, has pieced together the story of
the hardtop manufacturers and their
products. His findings are told here.

Background of the Australian
automobile industry
Following the Second World War, the
Australian Government embarked
on a programme to develop a local
manufacturing base. Hefty imporl duties
were olaced on imoofted manufactured
goods, often of the order of B0o/o. In the
case of motor vehicles. considerable tariff
reductions were applied where a specif red
and signif rcant local content was achieved.
For this reason, many large international
motor vehicle manufacturers established

By Thomas Aczel

local Australian manufacturing facil i t ies.
n,,^-  +L^ . ,^^--  l^-^ l\JVer tne years. rocar outposts were
established by BMC, General lYotors,
Ford, Chrysler, Toyota, Nissan and
lt ' l i tsubishi and others. A large component
supply industry grew up to supporl these
local manufacturers.

In the case of lYG. it proved cost-
effective for BIYC to locally assemble
the MGA and thereafter the IYGB, as by
achieving a 45olo local content a considerably
lower tariff was applicable, This was
achieved by using local tyre, trim, electrical
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COVER UP DOWN UNDER

196 | also brought with it a severe
'credi t  soreeze'  / these d:vq tcrmed :

' recession') which nearly drove J & S to
the wall. The manufacture of frbreglass
industrial tanks kept things ticking over
however ti l l  the national f lnancial situation
bepan to ease. and | & S looked for- -b- 

_"

new automobile ventures to explore.
They acquired the body moulds for the
Buchanan Cobra sporls car from 'Pressed

Metal' (who coincidentally assembled the
MGA and thereafter the Mk I MGBs in the
Sydney suburb of Enf reld).

It became clear however that the
manufacture of complete motor cars and

t , ,

Probably the most commonly seen detachable J & S variant
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J&SGTB

related kits was not the solution to J & S's
survival. The rntroduction of the locally
assembled MGB in 1963 howexer brought
with it the realisation of the potential for
after-market sports car hard tops, and j & S
set out to Il l l  this niche with great success.

The flrst of these tops were styled by
Len Moya and the style continually evolved
on a trial and error basis, in full size (never
on the drawing board).

Fixed Hardtops
With the MGB GT never locally assembled,
there was a marketing opporlunity for
after-market frxed hardtops in Australia.
A gifted stylist from Melbourne, Anthony
Pusteria, had already had two of his designs
produced. The flrst was sold by Peter
f'4anton lYotors in f4elbourne, as the
'MGB Gran Turismo'. The second was
supplied direct from Pusteria's company,
International Styling

Tony Pusteria, having accepted a
position with Chrysler in Detroit in
'Styling', sold his business, International
Styling and, under the new owners, the
hardtop was remodelled with a Kamm tail
and the opening rear hatch was eliminated,
necessitating luggage access through the
cabin. This revised design was marketed
across Australia as the 'MGB Fastback' by
International Body Styling

The flnish on J & S hardtops was
always far more elaborate than that offered
on most alternative hardtop producers'

THE iIEW J & S GTB COilVERSIOil
Complete lNC. TAX $ggO

Brqnd ne\^/ feolures to suit the n GB ,t^k. 2:
'O Rodiused roofl ine now more interior

heodroom
r! Provis ion for reversing lomps
O Deeper boot l id - better occess
I lmproved boot lock
? lmproved f i t t ing system
'o Re-styled toi l

Also other MGB hard fops available
,down to $ 170

FuLr. RANGr 
"r !l8llr*.t^l? 

surT Arr orHER

J & S FIBREG1ASS (SAIES) PTY. ]TD.,
287 Romsey Rood, Hoberfield, 2045.

Phone - 7gg-8593.
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