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WILL INDY EVER BE
THE SAME AGAIN?

MEET ““SUPER BEE"' —
OUR FASTEST EVER MG'B’
TAKE A CAPRI HOLIDAY —

FORD’'S LATEST DELIGHT
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il % g The MGB was, and still basically is,
! 4 e .. - e an MGB—and to prove that a best lap
e s . " of 1:7.1 at the recent Lakeside meeting
. L L oa o, k. 8 s . ~ was no fluke, the good Doctor’s young
-~ - wife Carole returned 1:8.2—with fuel
T e R - starvation problems—the same day!
. Let’s have a closer look in on this
N e ~ trio that has brought lots of colour back
o . . W, e - .~ to the northern racing scene.
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o N R R e All motor s port enthusiasts can re- -
£ = o R Bl . B . Ccall their initiation, the pleasantly pun-
i- _ . o e . * e o gent smell of h 1 gh octane ‘ the Scream-
- ' s e R UHITH BEBE £ = Ing music of exhaust pipes or whatever
| o s 0 e s AU SLp F S . it was that impressed. The youthful Iain
g, L s e s i Corness sampled it in the UK and recalls
Cma T .. - - immediately that it was V16 BRM’s.
: .. B . - and that he was hooked. Shortly after-
... - 8 e L - S = ¥y = wards the family migrated from Scotland
| - - T o - - (1955) and seettled in Brisbane. where
o Corness Senior became a resident master
o in one of THOSE terribly “GPS”
schools, famous for its water sports, but
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pours It on run LB Con;r
Meet the fastest MGB ever to
grace our racing circuits...

Inside rear wheel ]st brushg the snse, lf Lﬂruide
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| that too is an image which is perhaps
in the process of change.

| ' Why, in the age of organ transplants, Iain went on to University and a pro-
4 ACT is fact, and the. MGB h.as should a young doctor go motoring very cession of M.G's—going through at least
: been around for quite a while rapidly in an MGB? a dozen from a TC forward, or back-
i (like if it was real human it would The doctor in question is Iain Cor. Ward. dEPendmg on your ap_preflil?itmn
b by now have hairs on its legs, and ness, who. until recently was best _Ofe ﬂl‘)ee rﬁ‘frq‘}eih Tl;VlISG ‘Ei;‘;”élllgb s g‘;’
i ~ pimples) and in all these years it known for his quad-cam sense  of hmm?;rars gu? of Eeven ears duratio:ll]—-—
: has never acquired a competition humour that spins along at astronomical Iy, Y

2 ) g revs and makes ::Laugh In” look VW.- and to Cﬂmpletion of an MGA 1500.
image on the local scene. This
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| mph down the long straight'anc.l burst
shows that Carole goes just as hard as her capable husband. into flames. The personal highlight of
e S e s, 118 €ATly race career came when he

.. eventually beat Carole Palmer’s Austin
Healey Sprite—and then he married her
In what had to be the greatest MG wed-
ding ever seen in Brisbane. and racing
was over in favour of two years post-
graduate work in the UK.

“We spent two years in the U.K. and
saw two MGB’s which impressed. The
fastest MGB in England turned out to
be owned by Bill Nicholson. and the
one up his exhaust was Tony Binning-
ton’s, a young fellow working for BMC.
Wilson McComb, the then General Sec-
retary of the MG Car Club. arranged
introductions to these two, and also to
Basil Wales of the Special Tuning Dept.
(BMC) and Peter Browning of BMC
Competitions Dept. -

' “They all helped with details, and
Bill Nicholson still writes to help us
with new developments. Reliability was

situation is about to change! 16 nothing short of serious, though.

RACING CAR NEWS, July, 1969—page 40




Sporting their ‘“‘Symbolic Sex” symbols on

driving suits and name tape, Carole and lain—

and Super-Bee—make a handsome trio outside
their Brisbane home.

one key factor we learned, and the Fac-
tory Competition parts are engineered
towards this end. Consequently we
brought home with us a Nitrided cross-
drilled crank, the factory flat-top pistons,

steel timing gears and rocker shaft sup-.

port brackets, Nimonic steel valves and
Hidural guides”.

Fhe Car ...

“The car was built by John Campbell,
a final year pharmacy student, and my-
self, under the house. A body shell was
purchased from the wreckers, complete
with front and rear suspension, to form
the basis of the car. Working con-
ditions were hardly adequate, all work
being done at night using hand tools
only. The engine was assembled by Col
Vaughan (who runs a pharmacy in Gat-
ton) and the whole car was completed
in under five weeks.

“The body was lightened where pos-
sible, without reducing the rigidity of
the monocoque construction. Most
came from the doors, which lost their
windows, winders and hinges. The
doors are now hung from their lower
edges and I like to call them “reverse
gull wings.”

Fibreglass is used for the bonnet and
front apron and for the wheel arch
eyebrows. By the time you add on the
weight of the deliberately over-engineer-
ed double braced roll bar, you get a car
with a weight saving of about 1 cwt.

The Mechanicals . . .

“The engine with all its steel bits
must weigh in at twice normal! It is
40-thou overbored, with flat top pis-
tons, and is built to Factory Stage VI
figures, making full use of the nitrided
crank and factory full race camshaft
(C-AEH 770). The head was worked
over by Joe Camilleri and the compres-
sion is about 10.3 to 1. Carburetion is
by Weber (45 DCOE 13) and extrac-
tors by Sonic.

“The factory gives an output figure
of 130 hp at 6000 rpm, and we should

be getting this. The rev limit 1s a
self imposed 6500, as I can’t afford a
blow up!

“The factory competition clutch was
too expensive, so we use an Austin
Freeway reconditioned unit. This 1s
25% stronger than the standard “B” unit
and has given no trouble to date. The
clutch pit is ventilated through an air
scoop and a lin. diam. hole through the
top of the bell housing, and ducted out
through an enlarged drain hole at the
bottom.

“The gearbox is standard. We would
like close ratios but that’s too costly. The
diff is a modified unit by Mike Ryves
in Sydney; it’s not the ultimate in the
limited slip range, but cheaper by far
than a factory one. Coil springs from
the MGB GT have been fitted up front
and the rear leaves reset 2in. lower,
with competition shocks and standard
sway bar. It has retained the very for-
giving MGB feel in its road holding.

“The front brake pads are DS11 with
Ferodo competition rear linings. The
rear brakes have air scoops to aid drum
cooling, and no fade has been experi-
enced so far. A Tri-safe unit is fitted,
to split the lines in case of total failure
of either front or rear.

“The wheels are “mag” type, but are
actually all steel, with 6in. one piece
rims offset about one inch. They weigh
about the same as the wire wheels, but
are locally made and use the standard
splined hub. These are shod with Fire-
stone Indy tyres, 118 compound, 8.10
x 5.50 x 14, with pressures 35 front and
33 rear, and I'd put my best friend on
them too!

“In its present form the car will cover
the standing quarter in fifteens and top
125 mph with a long run up. It will pull
120 mph before Lukey corner at Surfers.
To date nothing has broken and nothing
has fallen off. Only trouble to date has
been running out of fuel at Lakeside.
We now have made up a two pump, two
line system, which should have cured

this.”

The Personal Viewpoint . . .

All readers of Racing Car News
would at some time express their own
views on the road safety problem, and
the value of Motor Sport, so it’s back to
the Doctor:

“My professional colleague, Michael
Henderson, has set the standards for us
all, and I feel it is my responsibility to
help local competitors understand the
logic behind safety features. Like Dr.
Henderson 1 feel you can’t legislate
safety—the drivers will adopt safety
features willingly through an understand-
ing of the situation. Racing develops
the ability to anticipate a situation be-
fore it happens, and therefore be able
to avoid it.

“This is true Defensive Driving. The
enhanced level of car control through a
racing driver’s learned skills also helps
where ‘a truly unpredictable situation
occurs, as in mechanical failure.”

And to answer those much belted
about old problems of how to draw
more competitors into the sport, and in
which category, the Doctor has the final
say:

“I think it is the Promoters’ respon-
sibility to get those young fellows on
the verge into the sport. Most of them

Super flared guards are needed to enclose the
offset 6in. rims and fat Firestones.
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Showing prominently in the tidy and business-
like engine compartment is the‘Tri-Safe”’ brake
unit on the bulkhead.

are hesitant because of uncompetitive
machines. Hold out a carrot in the form
of Div. III races, or Novice races, with
some financial inducement. Nobody likes
to be last, so put all the last placers to-
gether, and give one the opportunity of
coming first. I'm sure one reason I've
been so keen was the two pounds I won
in my first race!

“I have always felt that Sports Cars
are the least ‘cut-throat’, and offer the
safest training ground for the inexperi-
enced driver. My advice is to follow the
MG slogan—‘Safety Fast’. Notice that
‘Safety’ comes before the ‘speed’ part.
Don’t try to set the world on fire at your
first meeting.

“I love sports cars, and must aim for
a big banger sportie. If 7-litre AC
Cobras were competitive still, that would
have been the car. The late Ken Miles’
Cobra excited my adrenals more than
any other car I've ever seen.”

The Wife at the Wheel .

The second member of the team is also
the wife, Carole Corness, once quite re-
nowned as Carole Palmer, the very rapid
Sprite driver who used to set the racing
pits on fire with an all girls pit crew.
This “Barbarella bit” was perhaps pre-
mature, but the girls were efficient, and
Carole’s driving ability might even have
given the late Paul Hawkins second
thoughts about his much publicised
views of the female sex. And while on
this issue, it may be of interest to know
that Carole is a superb cook, and the
magnificent recipes she acquired in
Spain and Gibraltar would do justice to
a Cordon Bleu maestro!
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