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Too right, mate — remember, there’s
only $34 difference in the prices (at
$3559 the Torana’s now the dearer).

But that’s the secondary point. The guts
of the matter is the fact that the B and
the XU-1 epitomise the transformation
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that's hit the performance car market
lately—the steady replacement of the
soft-top sportie by big-engined, fat-
wheeled versions of the family sedan
as the go image car. [] Ten years ago
the MG was THE young bloke’s per-
formance car. Now, you recommend
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one to a go-freak kid and he’ll laugh his head
off . . . all the way down to his GM dealer’s for an
XU-1.

Sad, maybe, for the traditionalists (and people like
Leyland and Jensen-Healey). But that’s the way it is.

Anyway, we thought it about time we had a good
look at this turn-about, and in particular the cars
involved. So we’re going to bring you a series of
comparisons over the next few months under the
heading ‘“‘Finding the real sports cars of the
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Charger RTs, Bolwell Sports, Falcon s, Alfa
Spiders, Datsun 240Zs, TR6s, Holden SSs, Lotuses,
Capris, dJensen-Healeys, azda Capellas, E-types,
Monaros, Fiats and even the odd Dino and Porsche
under the microscope.

One thing’s for sure — if the results of our
Torana/MG bit are an indication, we’ll all be in for
plenty of surprises.

Obviously, the engine sizes and types of the cars
compared in the series will differ greatly — the MGB
and Torana demonstrate that.

These two cars, in fact, really typify the two sides
of our argument. The B is a traditional-type sports
car, soft-top, small engine, hard suspension, rack-and-
pinion steering, designed to sell on a fun,
outdoor-type image. The Torana, on the other hand,
as one of the new breed, has a mass-production
family sedan body with a big engine shoe-horned into

it, suspension beefed up to provide the necessary
handling, bright colors and things like spoilers to
provide the right mean, performance image.

Look at the two engines — the B’s can be traced
back almost to time immemorial and the days of the
spindly-legged T-series MGs, Its development came up
through the ranks of the MGA, so that it’s a very
conventional, staid engine. But a strong, reliable one.
Faithful.

With a low 8.8 to one compression in the 1798 cc
(109 CID) four that’s fed by two SU carbies you get a
quiet 95 bhp at 5400 rpm. That’s certainly nothing to
write home about, though the torque reading of
110 1Ib/ft at 3000 rpm is better and gives a clue to the
engine — it’s a smooth, strong plodder that in its
stock form doesn’t like to rev much at all. Hence it
gives the B marvellous city tractability and makes it
easy for your bird to drive, but leave the car gasping

for breath when you'’re out on the open road an
trying to dice with something . . . like an XU-1.

ARIE HAIMOVICI.
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