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THE GLAUSTROPHOBIA GAME

.. . or how to shut out a beautiful freedom, with a more habitable and
practical amendment to deepen the character of o basic sports car.

Special Comparison By SPORTS CAR WORLD Staff

The current trend of converting drop-tops
into snug quasi-coupes may be regarded
variously by the classicists and diehards as
unethical, vulgar or style-cramping, but the
movement is gaining force. Here are iwo
more arguments in support of the Pro-
oressive Party for Sports Car Evelution. To
rub salt into the wounds of the traditionalists
we even found the modifieds to be far super-

jor to their unrestricted source of origin.

'HE Australian sports car market is currently

overburdened with, under-developed drop-
tops posing as sports cars, GTs, fastbacks, 2 plus
2s or you-name-it. Few of them fill the bill of
their titles and the really good cars are often
missed by prospective buyers amid the mass of
also-rans. |
The MGB has outlived or outworn any associ-
ation with the mediocre. From the top of the sales
charts and the popularity poll it looks down with
a sort of superior smugness on the host of pre-
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tenders to the title of world’s most popular sports
car. In Australia it has ruled supreme since
introduction.

~ Its failings have been noted however—American
journals are among its greatest critics — and 1t
is unfortunate that there must be criticisms at
all for these are merely based on examples of
poor construction execution rather than engin-
eering problems. No-one has ever doubted the
basic soundness of the MGB design. The factory
has worked hard at producing a car which will
be acceptable to many in appearance and concept
and yvet retains safety, performance and reason-
able comfort in smallish overall price. That they
have succeeded can again be illustrated by a
quick reference to the sales charts.

But the MGB is at best basic sporting trans-
port — and it doesn’t pretend otherwise. Undoubt-
edly the most impressive Bs we have driven
have been suitably converted cars which prefer
to run under the title of quasi-coupe, rather than
sports car. A variety of them have been fitted
with full fastbacks, hardtops or other special con-
versions. Most of them have had special sound-
deadening materials, odd interior adjustments
and a great deal of extras fitted.

Now we have to add two more Gees to our list
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Pick the differsnce. Pic 1 (J and S) shows con-
ventional drwing position, minimal head room
with seat chocks still fitted. Pic 2 shows better
seat rake, better head clearance, of GS top but
driver has to look over wheel. Pic 3 is standard
UGB with most headroom of all, standard driv-

ng position. All have fair comfort.
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of favorites: Both are fastback hardtops, both
are brand new and both make the MGB an
eminently more habitable sports car.

The first example came from Gordon Stewart—
Sydney’s sports car centre now booming under
the watchful eye of manager Barry Chenoweth.
Chenoweth is noted among other things for the
cleanest workshops in Sydney and a super van
cum cruiser—completely fitted out with luxurious
buckets, touring cockpit reminiscent of a trans-

Canada scenic clipper and Freeway engine
taken to MGB (that word again) specifi-
cations — all yielding a fantastic 90 mph

performance on wide rims, Panhard rods and so
on. But back to the hardtop. The new hardtop

figures prominently in the Gordon Stewart
advanced market policies with sports cars, . . .
and thereby hangs a tail.

The Gordon Stewart top, as you have no doubt

J and S car (nearest) was more angular from
frontal aspect. Both cars were beautifully pre-

sented. Plexiglass light fairings added neat touch.
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