... POWER in hand

. . . Lovely to handle

SUPERLATIVE MG B

WITH 1800 ce. ENGINE
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SUPERLATIVE

The Abingdon factory, home of
the ‘Safety Fast’ M.G,, is famed
throughout the world for its
outstanding craftsmanship. This
craftsmanship, together with the
vast resources of the B.M.C.
organization, forms a unique
combination—only such a com-
bination could make possible so
fineacar as the SUPERLATIVE
‘MGB'.
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SUPERLATIVE in value. ‘Superlative’ is a word to use with discretion. The ‘MGB’ meets the
challenge with complete confidence. Its forerunner—the ‘MGA 1600’—created a record unique in
sports-car history with a production of over 100,000. The ‘MGB’ transcends its redoubtable
predecessor in every way. It is built to do so. It has more power, more vivid acceleration, more
brisk performance through the gears—consequently more safety; it has more room, more comfort,
a superior ride, and more refinements. These advances on a predecessor which itself achieved
record success are an impressive indication of the unbeatable value in the “MGB’. The sports-car
connoisseur will find in this car all that he has been looking for.




First emphasis is on performance. Acceleration in
the ‘MGB’ is of a very high order. It is of a calibre
that alone makes overtaking really safe—with an
assurance of ample power in hand at all times. The
surge of power comes from a high-performance
1798-c.c. four-cylinder o.h.v. unit with twin S.U.
carburetters. The valves are push-rod-operated by
a three-bearing camshaft with an automatic timing
chain tensioner. Solid-skirt aluminium-alloy pis-
tons with a scraper and three compression rings,
a three-bearing counterbalanced crankshaft with
lead-indium bearings, and pressurized cooling are

some of the many features of this powertul,

smooth-running unit.

Capacity 1798 c.c.

Bore 80-26 mm. (3-16 in.).

Stroke 88-9 mm. (35 in.).

B.H.P. g4 at 5,500 r.p.m. (standard).

Maximum torque ro7 Ib. ft. at 3,500 r.p.m.

Compression ratios 8-75 : 1 (U.K.) and 8-20 :
875 : 1 according to overseas requirements.
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IN PERFORMAMNCE The clutch and gearbox add their own quota of high efficiency to the high
performance of the power unit. The drive is transmitted through a dry single-plate clutch with
hydraulic actuation to a close-ratio four-speed gearbox with synchromesh on top, third, and second
gears. The overall gear ratios are—first 14'21, second 865, third §-37, top 3-90, and reverse
1858 : 1. The box is a delight in itself and the remote control is beautifully positioned—here, at
the drop of a hand, is the gear lever to take you guickly through the smooth changes with the fast
performance that distinguishes the SUPERLATIVE ‘MGB’.




A great feature of the ‘MGB’ is that its liveliness
and acceleration are accompanied by the best of
good manners. It behaves delightfully and is
lovely to handle. Its responsive and immediate
obedience to the driver’s demand is in the finest
M.G. tradition. This—as M.G. owners the world
over testify with enthusiasm—means an unrivalled
combination of ‘Safety Fast’ features. First, the
sports performance and acceleration so finely

expressed in the ‘MGB’. Second, the M.G. brak-
ing which gives the car a sure, firm, straight-line
stop. Third, firm road-hoelding, stable cornering,
and a true and positive ride that is traditionally and
typically M.G. Fourth, the most pleasing steering
one could wish to have. All these ‘Safety Fast'
features are seen to their best advantage in the
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IN ROAD HOLDING Important contributors to the road-holding properties of the ‘MGB’ are
its chassisless construction, low centre of gravity, wide track, and long wheelbase. Strength through
unit construction brings with it the additional advantage of lightness, and consequently more
favourable power-to-weight ratio and more effective performance. Independent front-wheel
suspension further enhances the comfort of the ride and drive. Disc brakes on the front wheels
assure smoothness of operation without brake fade. Rack and pinion steering gives, in true M.G.
fashion, a delightful touch to this important aspect of driving. More detailed information on these
points will be found in the pages that follow. Quite apart from their individual merit, it is the
combination of such features that makes the ‘MGB’ an unusually delightful car to handle.




BRAKING
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STEERING

INDEPENDENT FRONT SUSPENSION

Disc brakes on the front wheels ensure powerful,
straight-line braking at all times. The braking
system is Lockheed hydraulic, employing self-
adjusting 103 in. (27-3 cm.) diameter disc brakes,
and 10 in. (25-4 cm.) diameter drums at the rear.
A powerful ratchet hand brake conveniently placed
between the bucket seats operates the rear brake-
drums.

Love ALL e crmwers

Firm, light, and positive steering gives finger-tip
contrel at all speeds. Correct camber and castor
based on long experience are features of the “MGB’.
Direct rack and pinion is used (2-g turns from lock
to lock), giving a turning circle of 32 feet. A sprung
steering-wheel of large diameter allows the ‘Safety
Fast’ driver an exceptionally clear view of the
instrument panel.

Even under the toughest rally or race-type con-
ditions the independent front suspension provides
a remarkably stable and controlled ride. Hydrauli-
cally damped coil springs and wishbone links are
employed.
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Lockheed hydraulic front disc brakes, self-adjust-
ing, employing 103 in. (27-3 cm.) discs.

Direct rack and pinion steering (29 turns from
lock to lock) gives finger-tip control.

Highly efficient twin air cleaners and silencers to
quieten engine air intake.

Twin S.U. semi-downdraught carburetters fed
from rear-mounted 5.1. electric fuel pump.

Independent front suspension by coil springs and
wishbone-type links controlled by hydraulic
dampers.
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New-type Borg & Beck ‘diaphragm spring’ clutch
reduces pedal effort and driver fatigue.

Conveniently placed ratchet-type hand brake
between bucket seats.

Easy-to-hand central gear change lever for four-
speed gearbox with synchromesh on second, third,
and top.

Lockheed hydraulically operated rear brakes.
Drum diameter 10 in. (254 cm.).

Semi-elliptic rear springs controlled by hydraulic
dampers.



MORE SPACE

More Inside Information

A glance inside the ‘MGB’ cannot fail to
delight the intending owner. The twin bucket
seats are snug-fitting and fully supporting.
They are in high-quality English leather
upholstery with foam polyether plastic on 2
resilient rubber diaphragm mattress. The seat
back is pre-adjustable for rake. You can stretch
your legs ; there is ample room. And immediately
behind you still more space provides accom-
modation for children or occasional seats for
grown-ups or even more luggage. The latter is
really a luxury as there is very extensive space
for luggage in the large-capacity boot. There are
seat belt anchorage points—and a further
feature that will be specially appreciated is the
‘permanent’ window frames with fully wind-
down windows and hinged quarter-lights at the
front. Finally—and extremely important—the
wrap-around windscreen provides a really excel-
lent forward view. The frame itselfis of polished
aluminium—Ilight, strong, and rustproof.

MORE LUGGAGE ACCOMODATION




EASILY ACCESSIBLE ENGIMNE

Everything is skilfully planned in the ‘MGB’.
No engine could be made more readily available.
The light aluminium bonnet is hinged at the rear to
offer wide-open, easy access to all parts. In-
cidentally, the fresh-air heater has a separate
cool-air intake just in front of the windshield—
away from the traffic fumes. The illustration on the
right shows the happy marriage of fine modern
design and functional efficiency—the nicely cowled
instruments, including the rev.-counter, are
attractively arranged in front of the driver with the
toggle switches grouped neatly together for quick

and easy use. There are many indications of such
thoughtfulness in the ‘MGB’, from the lockable
glovebox (important in an open car) to a rear
mirror made to adjust to any position on a thin rod
in the centre of the screen to suit individual
requirements. The “MGB’ provides a good view of
the instruments, the road ahead, and the road
behind.
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MORE VISION



SWU  more Inside Information

PACK-AWAY OR  The illustrations show the hood choice available on the ‘MGB’. First,
ATTACHED HOOD . pack-away method allows four people to be carried. By the second
method the attached hood folds, when down, into the space normally
occupied by the two rear passengers and the car then becomes an open
two-seater. All the features enumerated in the preceding pages are
included in the standard specification of the ‘MGB’. In addition,
provision has been made for the following additonal equipment as
required.

opPTIONAL Oil cooler (note—this is standard on overseas model), car radio, heater
EQUIPMENT  and demister, Road Speed tyres, whitewall tyres, wire wheels, twin horns,
wing mirror, fog lamp, tenneau cover, anti-roll bar, headlamp flasher

and switch, folding hood.
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Front seat head room A 37 in. 93'98 cm.
Front seat cushion depth. . C 19 in. 4826 cm.
Front seat squab height -

above cushion .. E 21 in. $3:34 cm.
Front seat cushion hught ;

above floor s G g in. 2286 cm.
Steering-wheel msquaa—mzx ] 224 in. §7°15 cm.
Steering-wheel to squab—min. J 14} in. 36-83 cm.
Steering-wheel to cushion K 64 in. 16-5I cm.
Front seat leg reach—max. L 52 in. 132-08 cm.
Front seat leg reach—min. L 441 in. I13-03 cm.
Luggage boot height N 16} in. 41-91 cm.
Luggage boot depth O 294 4793 cm.
Luggage boot width = P 57 in. 14478 cm.
Front seat cushion width—in-

dividual . ; Q1 18 in. 4572 cm.

DIMENSIONS  “onis coshion—orerall =W e

Width between Emnt duozs—

max. S 504 in. 128-27 cm.
Shoulder width over fmnt seat U 46 in. 116-84 cm.
Wheelbase W 9I in. 23114 cm.
Overall height X 493 in. 12541 cm.
Overall width it Y 5942 in.  152-24 cm.
Overall length with nvcr—nﬁcrs A 153f in. 38910 cm.
Front door entry width .. AA 30 in. 76-20 cm.
Track at front .. =2 o 49 in.* 12446 cm.
Track at rear 3 494 in. 125-09 cm.
Turning c:rcle—nght haad iock 32 ft. 975 m.
Turning circle—left-hand lock .. 221t 975 m.
Ground clearance « = 5 in. 12-70 cm.
Unladen weight (approx.] - 1,920 Ib. 871 ke.

*40} in. (125-09 cm.) with wire wheels.
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