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HE B model has un entirely new
car. structure, being of unitary
desian with longeron stiffeners,

Also its- engine is larger, with sub-
stantially greater outputs, and the new
body is far more spucious than its pre-
decessor, and in particular it now has
u useful (if not large) boot.

On my country test, 1 found the
M.G, B an exhilarating car to drive.
It has o really good top gear perfor-
mance, it responds excellently at lively
touring speeds, und it handles precisely
and promptly on winding roads, or
when nvcﬂ:uk{nu ut speed.

A characteristic which it shares with
ithe A model is o feeling of solidity
which is unusual in a sports car weigh-
ing well under u ton, The M.G. feels
one tobust and rigid piece of car as it
tnkes fast corners and as it rides over
rough country roads,

One is always in a gquandary as to
whether the M.G. Is u ecompetition car.
The B model can obviously be super-
juned to give competition performance,
but my own feeling is that the car is
designed essentinlly as o rally car or o
plain “sports” for plensant and fast
motoring, in which department it really
shines.

(Observations

The car submitted for test had o
number of optional extras, in the form
of a detachable hardtop, heater and
hrpeed tread tyres. IL was not specially
tuned, but rather was in touring trim.

There are o number of shortcomings
in the M.G. B, ns in most cars. The
cn:cuilmnls' footwells are not adequately
ventilated, the sereen pillars are bulky
and the mountings for the Australian-
made hardtop are obviously inadequate
and permitted much thumping. This
latter defect would not, of course,
upply to_the soft-top, which Is the
standard fitment.

On the operational side, second gear
is somewhat low for best performance
(slthough it does allow the car to climb
practically anything without using the
unsynchronised first gear), the mulfler
is suspended only Sin from the rond
and tikes # bad bashing on stony rouds
and there ls much reaction transmitted
through the steering over rough sur-
{aces. Also, considerable dust entered
the boot.

But in sI;llc of these shoricomings,
| thuruug’h{ enjoyed my day in the
M.G., and I odmired its interior ap-
pearance, its new spaciousness and s
comfort,

Hill Climbing

The gearing for top has been very
astutely selected to give good hill climb-

M.G. A predecessor that any detailed comparison of the two is rather
pointless.

The traditional layout of the MGB featuras more comfortable seats, a

conventional gearsh

and wall-placed controls. The seats are coverad

in high quality stretchable and grained leather cloth.

ing and excellent peceleration in the
70 m.p.h. cruising zone, The M.G. will
therefore take most hills in top with a
Jewt load, but one naturally slips into
third if the climbing is winding or slow.

The gears and speeds on the test hills

were:

LETT RIVER HILL (2 miles with
acute bends, maximum gradient 1 in
#{): Third gear in a particulurly lively
glimb at 40-42-64 m.p.h.

FITZGERALD MOUNT (1 mile
long, average gradient 1 in 11, moxi-
mum | in 10): Top gear at 50-56-51

m.p.h.

%hn :nv.-rf’y ratios, based on the tesi
londed welght of the standard car, are:
Torque to weight, 101lb-ft per ton:

wer to weight, 90 bhp. per ton
Ep gear gives u road speed of 17.9
m.p.h. at 1,000 r.p.m. on the stundard
tyres,
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Brakin re very good and
free lmn‘flde in Imrh:&uu.Th:hmd-
brake quietly nopﬁd car down the
Victoria Pass (I in 8),

oo is modern
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terior arrangement. Two soft :nnﬂ
slightly shaped seats -are
ir:"ll,hiir case there is a behind

them which would take small children

(headroom 27in, kneeroom 7in) or
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compartment.

s is good leg and headroom and
the seats are covered in high-quality
stretchable and  grained  leathercloth,
with thick rubber cushions. Between
them is the usual deep tunnel, carpet
covered, on which the gear-lever and
handbrake are mounted.

With the heater fitted (and fan on)
there was an inadequate draught of
cold air to the legs, and none to the
feet of the occupants, which became
uncomfortably hot. :
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and a key is ui to open it for
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and covered in black leather-
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the spare wheel flat on its floor, Never.
theless, it will easily accept several
r)od-:i:ud suitcases and other weekend
U for two, or a number of sets of
goll clubs, if not buggies. The boot is
quite innocent of lining or matting, and
is a potent source of poise,

The curved screea s _robust
mounted, and it co-operates with wind-
up windows, each with a small vent
panel. The soft hood has a large pers-
pex and quarter windows.

Driver's Layout

As may be expected from this stable,
the driver is well accommodated and
his controls are nicely to hand. One
would, + prefer some dispersal

of the five minor controls in the fascia

for its job. The wipers clear a good|
portion of the screen, and ruther meuri
washing-jets are available,

The movement of the gearshift is
short and precise, and its synchro ac-
changes.

lemperature,

The fuel figure of 30.8 m.p.g. is not
wonderful, and gives the rather low re-
swit of 339 ton-mpg. and a fuel-
speed factor of 1,530, The fuel tank is
good for 308 miles on tour.

The cylinder dimensions are B0.3 x
89mm, and on the compression of
8.8 to 1, some detonation and running-

on was encountered on x fuel, In
England, 100 octane f is recom-
mended.

Two 1iin S.U. carburettors are pro-
tected by individual Cooper paper-cle-
ment filters. and the 8§ pints of oil are
passed through a full- filter und
a cooler ahead of the normal radiator.

A dinphragm clutch is used, and its
operation is reasonahly light. with a

engagement. The overall gear
ratios are: top 3.9, third 5.4, und sec-
ond gear 8.6 to 1.

Suspension is by coils and wishbones
at front, and semi-elliptics in rear. A
front stabiliser bar is standard and
lever-type are used.

The period for oil change and Juhe
(10 points) is 3,000 miles, and for the

EITH is 6,000 l!:llﬂ.
hough quite conventional from
the technical , the M.G. B




